RGS History

British History A-Level

Summer Preparation Pack

Instructions:

Please ensure you do the following before our first lessons in September:

1. Read the introductory chapters attached of Two Nations: Britain in 1846 by
Stephen Bates. They provide essential introduction and background to the
course and the fact that you have read them will be very important (and
obvious!);

2. Consider buying or borrowing (visit your local library or use its online search
engine) one or more of the books in the suggested reading guidance (and
reading it);

3. Explore the possibility of visiting some of the many local and regional historic
sites with direct relevance to the topics studied™

4. Bring this pack with you to your first history lessons in September.

*E.G. Ripon Workhouse Museum (and, to a lesser extent, its sister museums); York Castle Museum (with its indoor
Victorian street); Saltaire, Bradford (a model village designed for textile workers by their employer, Titus Salt, in the
mid-19th century); Beamish Folk Museum (a fantastic day out and a chance to learn a lot about everyday life in the
19" and early 20" centuries).



What we study:

AQA Specification: 1G Challenge and transformation: Britain,
c1851-1964

This option allows students to study in breadth issues of change, continuity, cause and consequence in
this period through the following key questions:

e How did democracy and political organisations develop in Britain?

e How important were ideas and ideologies?

e How and with what effects did the economy develop?

e How and with what effects did society and social policy develop?

e How and why did Britain's relationship with Ireland change?

e How important was the role of key individuals and groups and how were they affected by
developments?

Part one: Victorian and Edwardian Britain, c1851-1914
Reform and challenge, c1851-c1886

e The political system: parliament and the workings of mid-19th century democracy; ruling elites;
prime ministers; parties and party realignment to 1867

o Political developments under Gladstone and Disraeli; liberalism, conservatism and the bases of
their support; the extension of the franchise

e Economic developments: agriculture, trade and industry; economic ideologies; boom and 'the
workshop of the world'; the onset of Depression

e Society and social changes: class and regional division; prosperity and poverty

¢ Social movements and policies; self-help; trade unions; education and social reform legislation

e The condition of Ireland and Anglo-Irish relations: land agitation and the political response;
Home Rule

Challenges to the status quo, c1886-1914

e Political developments: the reasons for Conservative dominance to 1905; the problems of the
Liberal Party; socialism, Fabianism and the emergence of the Labour Party

e Politics 1906-1914: the ideology of New Liberalism; political crises and constitutional change;
development of the Labour Party

e Economic developments: the Great Depression and its aftermath; problems of British industry
and agriculture; staples and new industries, foreign competition; invisible exports; debates over
protectionism, tariff reform and free trade

e Social change; trade unions and new unionism; syndicalism; the issue of female emancipation;
the growth of the urban population; the expansion of service industries; standards of living

o Social policies: government legislation and local initiatives; taxation and welfare reform by 1914

e The condition of Ireland and Anglo-Irish relations: the Home Rule movement, opposition and
the Home Rule Bills



What we study:
Part two: The World Wars and their legacies: Britain, 1914-1964 (A-level only)

The Great War and its impact, 1914-1939 (A-level only)

e The impact of war on British parties and politics: coalition government; the decline of the
Liberals; position of Conservatives and influence of Labour

e Political developments in the interwar years: electoral reform; Conservative and Labour
governments; National governments; the abdication crisis and emergence of radical political
movements, including the BUF and Communism

e Economic developments: increased state role in wartime; problems of the staple industries and
mines; the General Strike; government finances and the Gold Standard; the Depression;
economic realighment

e Social developments: changes in the role of women during and after war; the condition of the
working classes; regional divisions; changing attitudes in the twenties and 'the hungry thirties";
the growth of the media

e Social policies: legislation and reforms in housing; education and welfare

e The condition of Ireland and Anglo-Irish relations: the Easter Rising; the Anglo-Irish War;
Government of Ireland Act and Anglo-Irish Treaty; divided Ireland before the Second World War

Transformation and change, 1939-1964 (A-level only)

e The impact of the Second World War on British politics: Churchill as wartime leader; ‘the Labour
landslide’ of 1945; Labour ideology and policies

e Political developments: Conservative dominance from 1951 and political consensus; division
within the Labour Party; Conservatism and the Establishment; Labour victory in 1964

e Economic developments: mobilisation of resources in wartime; post-war boom; balance of
payments issues and 'stop-go' policies; changes to British industry and trade; new technology

e Social changes and divisions: austerity and the impact of war; post-war boom and growth of
affluence; consumerism and changes in position of women and youth; immigration and racial
tensions

e Developments in social policy: the Beveridge Report; the Butler Act; the growth of the Welfare
State, including the NHS; the growth of education

e The condition of Ireland and Anglo-Irish relations: continuing north/south friction including riots
of September 1964; beginnings of civil rights campaign



A Level History
Britain, 1851-1964: Challenge and Transformation

Suggested Reading and Enrichment Options for the Incoming Lower

6th

Textbooks:

We will use a range of textbooks and other reading material through the course, with key
chapters provided in photocopies and PDFs accessible through the school’s SharePoint
system. However, if you would like your own copy of textbook to support your study
throughout the course, three textbooks specific to this course exist. They are listed below, in

order of our recommendation:

Fortune & Walker, Oxford AQA History for A Level: Challenge and Transformation:
Britain c1851-1964 (Recommended)

Dixon & Gillingham, A/AS Level History for AQA Challenge and Transformation: Britain,
c1851-1964 Student Book

Shepley and Byrne, AQA A-level History: Britain 1851-1964: Challenge and
Transformation

Three exciting narrative accounts:

Stephen Bates, Two Nations: Britain in 1846

Richard Aldous, The Lion and the Unicorn: Gladstone vs. Disraeli (a well-written recent
account of the rivalry between the two dominant personalities in mid-19*" century
British politics; a very good way into what can at first seem quite a dry topic)

Richard Toye, Lloyd George and Churchill: Rivals for Greatness (another ‘dual
biography’ and an account of two great but flawed politicians who play significant
parts in both the AS and A Level section of the course)

Overviews of the period:

Andrew Marr, The Making of Modern Britain (written to accompany an excellent BBC
TV series, very readable but well-informed — excellent for the period from 1900
onwards; his History of Modern Britain is relevant to the second (A2 Level) half of the
course)

Robert Tombs, The English and their History (A challenging but worthwhile account of
English history, putting our course into context; an historical tour de force — quite long
but also, quite simply, brilliant).



Relevant fiction:

Literature from the Victorian period:

Elizabeth Gaskell, North and South (there is also an excellent BBC TV adaptation of
this)

Charles Dickens —any of his works are relevant, but the ones published closest to the
start of our course are Hard Times, Little Dorrit, David Copperfield and Bleak House
(there are many TV and film adaptations of these as well!)

George Eliot — The Mill on the Floss, Silas Marner (BBC film adaptations)

Anthony Trollope — The Barsetshire Chronicles (BBC TV adaptation)

The Bronté sisters - Charlotte's Jane Eyre, Emily's Wuthering Heights, and Anne's Agnes
Grey were all published in 1847, just before our course begins. (lots of film and TV
adaptations)

John Galsworthy, Forsyte Sage series (TV adaptation is very good)

Historical fiction set in the Victorian period:

Philip Pullman, Sally Lockhart series — trilogy about a young orphaned girl in Victorian
London (also adapted for film)

Anne Perry, Thomas Pitt series — detective stories set in Victorian London

George MacDonald Fraser — Flashman Papers series

Goodreads.com has some a list of highly rated historical fiction set in Victorian Britain
— 1 haven’t read them all so can’t recommend them all personally!
www.goodreads.com/list/show/3559.Best Victorian Historical Fiction Set In Britain

Films and documentaries:

Documentaries and podcasts about the Victorian period:

Gladstone and Disraeli: Clash of the Titans

The Great Famine (documentary about the Irish potato famine)
BBC Radio 4 The Prime Ministers series

BBC Radio 4 Prime Ministers Props

BBC Radio 4 Great Lives series — lots of relevant episodes!
Jeremy Paxman’s The Victorians

BBC’s Twenty-four hours in the past

BBC’s Victorian Farm

Films/TV series set in the Victorian period:

Gaslight (1944) film set in Victorian London

Young Victoria (2009)

Cranford (2007)

Captains and the Kings (1976)

Disraeli (1978)

Young Winston (1972)

Black ‘47 (2018)

And many others! IMDB’s list is

https://www.imdb.com/list/Is000066901/?sort=list order,asc&st dt=&mode=detail&
page=2
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