






A Level History 
Britain, 1851-1964: Challenge and Transformation 

Suggested Reading and Enrichment Options for the Incoming Lower 
6th 

 
Textbooks: 
 

We will use a range of textbooks and other reading material through the course, with key 
chapters provided in photocopies and PDFs accessible through the school’s SharePoint 
system. However, if you would like your own copy of textbook to support your study 
throughout the course, three textbooks specific to this course exist. They are listed below, in 
order of our recommendation: 

• Fortune & Walker, Oxford AQA History for A Level: Challenge and Transformation: 
Britain c1851-1964 (Recommended) 

• Dixon & Gillingham, A/AS Level History for AQA Challenge and Transformation: Britain, 
c1851–1964 Student Book 

• Shepley and Byrne, AQA A-level History: Britain 1851-1964: Challenge and 
Transformation  
 

Three exciting narrative accounts: 
 

• Stephen Bates, Two Nations: Britain in 1846  
• Richard Aldous, The Lion and the Unicorn: Gladstone vs. Disraeli (a well-written recent 

account of the rivalry between the two dominant personalities in mid-19th century 
British politics; a very good way into what can at first seem quite a dry topic) 

• Richard Toye, Lloyd George and Churchill: Rivals for Greatness (another ‘dual 
biography’ and an account of two great but flawed politicians who play significant 
parts in both the AS and A Level section of the course) 
 

Overviews of the period: 
 

• Andrew Marr, The Making of Modern Britain (written to accompany an excellent BBC 
TV series, very readable but well-informed – excellent for the period from 1900 
onwards; his History of Modern Britain is relevant to the second (A2 Level) half of the 
course) 

• Robert Tombs, The English and their History (A challenging but worthwhile account of 
English history, putting our course into context; an historical tour de force – quite long 
but also, quite simply, brilliant).  
 

  



Relevant fiction:  
 

Literature from the Victorian period: 
 

• Elizabeth Gaskell, North and South (there is also an excellent BBC TV adaptation of 
this) 

• Charles Dickens – any of his works are relevant, but the ones published closest to the 
start of our course are Hard Times, Little Dorrit, David Copperfield and Bleak House 
(there are many TV and film adaptations of these as well!) 

•  George Eliot – The Mill on the Floss, Silas Marner (BBC film adaptations) 
• Anthony Trollope – The Barsetshire Chronicles (BBC TV adaptation) 
• The Brontë sisters - Charlotte's Jane Eyre, Emily's Wuthering Heights, and Anne's Agnes 

Grey were all published in 1847, just before our course begins. (lots of film and TV 
adaptations) 

• John Galsworthy, Forsyte Sage series (TV adaptation is very good) 
 
Historical fiction set in the Victorian period: 
 

• Philip Pullman, Sally Lockhart series – trilogy about a young orphaned girl in Victorian 
London (also adapted for film) 

• Anne Perry, Thomas Pitt series – detective stories set in Victorian London 
• George MacDonald Fraser – Flashman Papers series 
• Goodreads.com has some a list of highly rated  historical fiction set in Victorian Britain 

– I haven’t read them all so can’t recommend them all personally! 
www.goodreads.com/list/show/3559.Best_Victorian_Historical_Fiction_Set_In_Britain 

 
Films and documentaries:  
 

Documentaries and podcasts about the Victorian period: 
 

• Gladstone and Disraeli: Clash of the Titans 
• The Great Famine (documentary about the Irish potato famine) 
• BBC Radio 4 The Prime Ministers series 
• BBC Radio 4 Prime Ministers Props 
• BBC Radio 4 Great Lives series – lots of relevant episodes! 
• Jeremy Paxman’s The Victorians 
• BBC’s Twenty-four hours in the past 
• BBC’s Victorian Farm 

 
Films/TV series set in the Victorian period: 
 

• Gaslight (1944) film set in Victorian London 
• Young Victoria (2009) 
• Cranford (2007) 
• Captains and the Kings (1976) 
• Disraeli (1978) 
• Young Winston (1972) 
• Black ‘47 (2018)  
• And many others! IMDB’s list is 

https://www.imdb.com/list/ls000066901/?sort=list_order,asc&st_dt=&mode=detail&
page=2 


















































































